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Challenge
JG Afrika is a South African engineering and
environmental consulting firm with ten offices across
southern Africa, including a branch in Cape Town.
Being an organisation that promotes sustainable use of
resources, the Cape Town branch, which comprises
around 60 engineers, environmental scientists,
specialist professionals and administrative staff, sought
to reduce its resource use through active monitoring of
electricity and water consumption. In 2012, JG Afrika
started focusing on office water efficiency and
implementing water saving interventions.
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JG Afrika reduced their office
water consumption by 67%
through awareness and water
efficiency measures
Business benefits
JG Afrika has reduced their water consumption
by 67% between 2011 and 2017.
Cumulative annual savings since 2011

R33 424

Total capital investment

R13 100

Annual water savings (2017)

727 kilolitres

Lessons learned and plans for the future

JG Afrika initiated water savings by reducing water
used for irrigation. This was followed, in 2013, with the
installation of waterless urinals. These simple steps
resulted in a 24% reduction in average annual water
consumption. In 2016, as it became clear that the
Western Cape was facing a prolonged drought, JG
Afrika focused on further improving water
efficiency – they turned off the irrigation system,
started logging their water consumption weekly, and
continued to focus on changing staff members’ water
use behaviours through education on drought
responses.
In 2017, with no clear end in sight for the drought, JG
Afrika undertook additional interventions to further
reduce their water use. These interventions included
hold-flush (interruptible flush) toilets, low-flow tap
aerators and low-flow shower heads. The installations
were coupled with ongoing office awareness
campaigns and education on the need to save water.

JG Afrika has realised the benefit of first reducing
demand before investigating alternative sources of
water. Now that they have reduced their requirements,
they have installed 2 x 10 000 litre rain water tanks for
use within the building and will continue to investigate
further ways to reduce demand and increase their
water resilience.

For your business to also benefit…
1. Visit our business drought support page
for info on how to get started:
www.greencape.co.za/water-business-support
2. Become a GreenCape member and receive
industry updates, news and events info:
https://www.greencape.co.za/become-a-member/

Authoured by Bridget Fundikwa, GreenCape / water@greencape.co.za / 021 811 0250
JG Afrika: Sally-Anne Kasner, Management & Sustainability Department / kasners@jgafrika.com / 021 530 1800
While every attempt was made to ensure that the information published in this document is accurate, no responsibility is accepted for any loss
or damage that may arise out of reliance of any person or entity upon any of the information this brief contains

